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IDNR OFFICES AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Department of Natural Resources

One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271

Division of Fisheries (General Line, M-F 8-5) .............................................................................................................................(217) 782-6424
Division of Law Enforcement.............................................................................................................................................................(217) 782-6431
License Replacement ..........................................................................................................................................................................(217) 782-2965
Biologist Contact Information (Record Fish, Fish Kills, Regulation Questions) .......................................................www.ifishillinois.org 
Aquaculture / Aquatic Nuisance Species ......................................................................................................................................(217) 785-8772
Commercial Fishing ..............................................................................................................................................................................(217) 444-3078
State Hatcheries 
 Northern Illinois – LaSalle Fish Hatchery ................................................................................................................(815) 357-6986
 Central Illinois – Jake Wolf Memorial Fish Hatchery ...........................................................................................(309) 968-7531
 Southern Illinois – Little Grassy Fish Hatchery .....................................................................................................(618) 529-4100
Urban and Community Fishing Program 
 Northern Illinois (excluding Chicago) ........................................................................................................................(847) 204-2978
 Chicago ................................................................................................................................................................................(847) 294-4764
 Central Illinois .................................................................................................................................................................... (217) 280-3299
 Southern Illinois ................................................................................................................................................................(618) 786-3324

Telecommunications Device for the Deaf and Hearing Impaired (TTY) (217) 782-9175

T.I.P. Target Illinois Poachers Report Violations to: 1-877-2DNRLAW(236-7529) 24 hours/day, 7 days/week

Message from the Director
Thank you for your interest in fishing in Illinois and for taking time to review the   
2025 Illinois Fishing Information guide. 

This booklet offers a comprehensive look at Illinois fishing regulations and a lot of informa-
tion on places to fish. While many fishing regulations apply statewide, this guide includes 
easy-to-reference details on site-specific regulations organized by the body of water or water 
area at which those regulations apply.
 
In keeping with tradition, the annual Illinois Free Fishing Days will take place the third week-
end in June. For 2025, those dates are June 13-16. The Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources invites new anglers, women, families, and youngsters to go fishing that weekend, 

even if they have not purchased a fishing license.
 
While the Illinois Fishing Information guide is updated annually, some site-specific regulations may be changed in 
emergency situations during the year through the administrative rule process. In those cases, changes will be posted 
at the location where the rules apply, and the changes will also be posted online at www.ifishillinois.org.
 
Those of us who enjoy fishing are the guardians of Illinois’ aquatic resources. The money we spend on fishing  
licenses and equipment helps fund the state’s fisheries programs and helps protect the future of fishing in Illinois.
 
Thank you again for reviewing the Illinois Fishing Information guide and for supporting fishing in Illinois.

        Natalie Phelps Finnie
        Director
         Illinois Department of Natural Resources

IDNR OFFICES AND CONTACT INFORMATION
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WHAT’S NEW FOR ILLINOIS FISHING 
REGULATION CHANGES
New or revised regulations are green and bolded in 
the Digest. Notable changes for 2025 include: 
•  Bowfishing regulations were revised to clarify waters  

defined as public in 17 IAC 3704, other waters open 
to bowfishing, and waters open to  
bowfishing for catfish.

•  Chenoa City Lake is now listed as Silliman Lake in 
the site-specific regulations

•  New regulation for Heidecke Lake bass
•  Tilton City Lake is now listed as Herschel Lake in the 

site-specific regulations
•  New regulations for Ohio River Alligator Gar, Redear 

Sunfish, Rock Bass, and crappie
•  Bowfishing for Carp, Buffalo, and Suckers is now 

open year-round at Pittsfield Lake
•  New regulation for Sangchris Lake crappie
•  New regulations for Vermont Lake (new public access)
•  Tournament release boats are no longer allowed 

without special exemption from the Department.  
Anglers may still transport fish by boat away from the 
weigh-in site but may not have more than the Daily 
Harvest Limit for the waterbody in possession.

ACCESS TO FISHING
The Access to Fishing Program page on the  
IFISHILLINOIS website has been updated. The 
Access to Fishing Program provides loaner tackle 
(fishing rods and terminal tackle) through local libraries, 
municipal offices, park district offices, State parks, and 
many other locations.  It’s just like checking out a book 
at a library. You can find a site near you with the inter-
active map. Directions to locations can be downloaded 
to your mobile device.

NEW STATE RECORD FISH
Michael Farniok caught an Illinois State Record Fish at 
Argyle Lake on June 2, 2024.  The Saugeye (hybrid of 
Walleye and Sauger) was 10.85 lbs, 29 1/8 inches in 
length, and had a girth of 18 ½ inches.  IDNR stocks 
Saugeye at a number of lakes, including Argyle, in the 
central and southern part of the state because of the 
fish’s increased tolerance for warmer water tempera-
tures compared to the parental species.

DID YOU KNOW ILLINOIS NOW OFFERS A 
3-YEAR SPORTFISHING LICENSE?
Beginning in 2024, you can now purchase a 3-year 
Sportfishing License or Sportsman’s Combination 
License.  Purchasing a multi-year license can save 
time when it comes to renewal.  Any associated 
stamps however must still be purchased annually. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT EURASIAN MILFOIL CAN 
GROW A NEW PLANT FROM FRAGMENTS?
It’s true.  Small pieces of the plant transported on a 
boat or boat trailer can result in transfer of this nui-
sance plant to another waterbody.  That’s why boaters 
should always check their boat and trailer for any 
aquatic vegetation before getting on the road.  Illinois 
law also requires that anglers drain livewells and other 
sources of water before leaving a waterbody.  

Aquatic invasive species (AIS), both plant and animal, 
negatively affect the function of aquatic ecosystems 
by competing with or displacing native species, desta-
bilize nutrient cycling, or can negatively impact user 
experiences.  That’s right, AIS also can directly affect 
you and your enjoyment of Illinois’ natural resources.  
Prevention is the easiest and most effective action 
since controlling or removing AIS after their intentional 
or unintentional introduction can be an expensive and 
long process.
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Illinois Fishing Licenses and the 
Sport Fish Restoration Program 

Thank You for purchasing an Illinois fishing license I Your 
fishing license and outdoor gear purchases make a real 
difference in managing our aquatic resources. When you 
head out to fish, remember that you're also contributing 
to the well-being of nature. 

THE DIVISION OF FISHERIES IS FUNDED THROUGH THE 
SALE OF FISHING LICENSES AND ASSOCIATED STAMPS 
AND DOES NOT RECEIVE GENERAL REVENUE (STATE 
TAX) DOLLARS. License and stamp purchases directly 
fund vital activities. 

• Fishing Licenses fund fish management, research,
and outreach

• Salmon Stamps fund Lake Michigan salmon
management

• Inland Trout Stamps help fund the inland
Catchable Trout Program

• Commercial and Aquaculture Licenses fund
commercial fisheries management and
aquaculture activities

License Dollars at Work 

License dollars are deposited in the Game and Fish 
Fund by the Illinois Treasurer and monies from stamp 
sales are held in other special purpose funds mandated 
by Illinois law. 

Did you know that federal Jaw requires that funds be set 
aside for the conservation and management of fishery 
resources when you buy tackle or the equipment needed 
to fish? 

The Federal government joins the natural resource 
management effort through the Sport Fish Restoration 
Act, sponsored by Rep. John Dingell {Ml) and Sen. Edwin 
Johnson (CO) and enacted in 1950 {often referred to as 
Dingell-Johnson or "DJ"). The Act mandates a Federal 
excise tax on purchases of fishing equipment, motorboat 
fuel, and other outdoor accessories that is held in a special 
Federal fund for the conservation of fisheries resources. 

The Sport Fish Restoration (SFR) Program, administered 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, was created to 
distribute these funds through grants to State and U.S. 
Territory natural resource management agencies. Funds 
are allocated annually based on a formula which includes 
land area and number of paid license holders. No state 
receives more than 5% or less than 1% of the available 
funds each year. In 1984, the Wallop-Breaux Amendment 
to the Act mandated that each state also must spend at 
least 10% of its apportionment for boat access projects 
and allowed each state to use up to 10% for aquatic 
resources education. 

By law, the grants require a 25% match by state funds -
Illinois uses money from license sales. States also must 
have Assent Legislation (law that prohibits the diversion 
of license fees paid by anglers for any other purpose than 
the administration of said State fish and game 
department) to be eligible to receive SFR funding. Illinois' 
Assent Legislation is found in the Illinois Compiled 
Statutes, {515 ILCS 5/) Fish and Aquatic Life Code, Article 
30. Fish Restoration and Management Projects.

While the land area of states doesn't change, the number 
of licensed anglers has been declining in Illinois over the 
last 30+ years, reducing our piece of the Federal DJ 
funding. What can you do? Become a steward of the 
resource. Take someone fishing and let others know that 
purchasing a fishing license is much more than paying a 
fee for the privilege to fish. License and stamp sales 
enhance the outdoor experience for everyone and ensure 
that future generations can enjoy our aquatic resources. 
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The Illinois Department of Natural Resources receives Federal financial assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972, and the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
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WHAT DOES YOUR ILLINOIS FISHING LICENSE PAY FOR?
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SPORT FISHING LICENSE
Anglers should have their Illinois Sport Fishing 
license in possession at all times while fishing. 
License sales for the year begin on March 1. 
Annual licenses expire on March 31 each year 
(i.e., a license purchased on or after March 1, 
2025 will expire on March 31, 2026). 3-year 
licenses expire on March 31 of the 2nd year after 
the year in which the license was issued.

ILLINOIS RESIDENTS:
A resident Sport Fishing license may be obtained 
by anyone who has been a resident of Illinois 30 
days prior to purchase. Residents under 16 years 
of age, and resident persons declared legally  
disabled or blind, may fish without a license. 

Owners or tenants (if they reside on the land) 
may fish in waters wholly contained on their prop-
erty or waters flowing over their lands, within the 
confines of the property, without a license. This 
exemption does not apply to club and organiza-
tional lakes or lake developments.

Persons on active duty in the Armed Forces are 
considered residents. A person on active duty in 
the Armed Forces, who entered the service from 
Illinois and is an Illinois resident, may fish without 
a license while on leave.

*  Half-priced licenses available for qualifying  
resident veterans.

NON-RESIDENTS:
Non-Residents of Illinois may purchase sport fish-
ing licenses to fish waters of the state. Non-res-
idents under 16 years of age may fish without 
a license. All other Non-Resident anglers must 
purchase Sport Fishing licenses before fishing in 
Illinois (except on boundary rivers, if licensed in 
the bordering state). Non-residents in possession 
of a Sport Fishing license from a state bordering 
Illinois are not required to have an Illinois Sport 
Fishing license to fish on the Illinois side of rivers 
adjoining the state in which they are licensed (see 
BOUNDARY RIVERS section).

Resident or non-resident anglers who fish at fee 
fishing areas licensed by the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources are not required to have a 
license or Inland Trout Stamp.

CURRENT FEES (Fees subject to change;
additional transaction fee may apply)
(INCLUDES AGENT’S FEES):
Resident
Annual Sport Fishing .............................. $15.00*
   65 to 74 years old ................................ $7.75
   75 years old and over .......................... $1.50
3-year Sport Fishing ............................... .$44.00*
   65 to 74 years old ................................ $22.25
   75 years old and over .......................... $4.50
Sport fishing (24-hour license)................ $5.50
First-Time Sport Fishing License ............ $5.50**
Lifetime Sport Fishing ............................. $435.00

Annual Sportsmen’s Combination Hunting/
Fishing License....................................... $26.50*
3-year Sportsmen’s Combination Hunting/
Fishing License....................................... $77.25*
Annual Senior Sportsmen’s Combination Hunting/
Fishing License (65 years old and over) 
................................................................ $13.50
3-year Senior Sportsmen’s Combination Hunting/
Fishing License (65 years old and over) 
................................................................ $39.00
Lifetime Sportsmen’s Combination Hunting/
Fishing License....................................... $765.

Non-Resident
Annual Non-Resident Sport Fishing ....... $31.50
3-day Non-Resident Sport Fishing ......... $15.50
Sport Fishing (24-hour license) .............. $10.50
 
Trout and Salmon Stamps ***
Licensed Resident and Non-Resident anglers must 
have a Salmon Stamp to take salmon or trout in 
Lake Michigan and Inland Trout Stamp to take 
trout in Illinois waters other than Lake Michigan.  
Lake Michigan Salmon Stamp (annual)
 Licensed anglers only .................................$6.50
 Licensed Resident; 75 years old and over .$0.50
Inland Trout Stamp (annual) 
 Licensed anglers only .................................$6.50
 Licensed Resident; 75 years old and over .$0.50 

   *  Half-priced licenses available for qualifying 
resident veterans.

 **  Must be at least 26 years old and not have  
had a Resident Sport Fishing license in the  
past 10 years.

***  Anglers not required to obtain a Sport Fishing 
License (i.e., resident and non-resident anglers 
under 16, and qualifying disabled or blind 
persons) are not required to obtain a Trout or 
Salmon Stamp.

LOST, STOLEN, DESTROYED LICENSE
REPLACEMENT:
1.  Licenses purchased via the Internet can be 

reprinted at no charge by visiting https://www.
exploremoreil.com/ Vendor transactions for 
replacement will incur a fee.

2.  Replacement licenses, permits and stamps 
are available for $3 from the Chicago office and 
the Springfield Public Service area.

3.  Vendors can issue replacement licenses with a 
DNR Direct terminal. There is a $3 replacement 
fee per item plus a small transaction fee.

DISABLED OR BLIND PERSONS:
In order for disabled or blind persons who are 
Illinois residents to fish without a license, the 
person must be able to show proof of disability 
in the form of one of the following: 
1.  A State disabled person I.D. card (available 

from the Secretary of State through the driver’s 
license examining station) showing a Class 2 
or Class 2A disability. Applies to Illinois 
residents only.

2.  Veterans disability card - (available from the 
Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs Office)
Resident and Non-Resident veterans who are  
at least 10% disabled with service-related  
disabilities or in receipt of total disability 
pensions may fish with sport fishing devices 
during any open season without being required 
to have a license, on the condition that their 
respective disabilities do not prevent them  
from fishing in a manner which is safe to  
themselves and others. 

TO PURCHASE AN ILLINOIS SPORT FISHING 
LICENSE: 
Fishing and Combination Hunting/Fishing licenses 
and stamps can be purchased over the Internet  
or you can find a local vendor by visiting the 
Department’s Licensing Page at:
https://dnr.illinois.gov/lpr.html
Boat renewals may also be done at this site.
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SUMMARY OF FISHING REGULATIONS

WATERCRAFT REGISTRATION AND SAFETY
WATERCRAFT REGISTRATION
All watercraft operated on the waters within the  
jurisdiction of this State shall be registered and titled 
except for unpowered vessels, including canoes, 
kayaks and paddleboards. Illinois Boat Registration 
and Safety Act Information can be found at:  
https://dnr.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dnr/
boating/documents/boatdigest.pdf

HOW TO REGISTER OR RENEW YOUR BOAT 
Boat registration (new registration and renewal) must 
be completed through the ExploreMoreIL system 
at https://www.exploremoreil.com/. To learn more 
about boat registration requirements, please visit 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/boating/howtoregister.html.  

If you have any questions regarding registration 
and titling please call 217-557-0180 or  
1-800-382-1696. 

BOATING SAFETY EDUCATION
Boat safety education is a positive move toward a 
safe and enjoyable boating future. Completing a boat 
safety course also may lower your insurance cost.  It 
is unlawful for a person born on or after January 
1, 1998 to operate a motorboat with over 10 horse 
power unless that person has a valid Boating Safety 
Certificate issued by the Department of Natural 
Resources or an entity or organization recognized 
and approved by the Department. To enroll in an 
online Boat Safety Course or for information on in- 
person class locations call: 1-800-832-2599, or visit: 
https://dnr.illinois.gov/boating/moreinformation.html

RIVER CLOSURES
Illinois Department of Natural Resources routinely 
monitors river conditions throughout the state to  
ensure that river conditions are safe for recreational 
and commercial boat traffic. For information on  
river closures in Illinois please visit the following 
websites: 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources:  
https://dnr.illinois.gov/closures/riverclosures.html

United States Coast Guard:  
https://www.uscg.mil/home/

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
The fisheries of Illinois are administered to assure 
conservation and enhancement of the fishery 
resource and equity to the fishing public, while 
providing for maximum enjoyment. Statutes pro-
vide the framework by which fishing opportunities 
are administered. These opportunities, however, 
are sometimes subject to a variety of regulations, 
depending on local site conditions and situations 
unique to a particular fishery or waterbody. These 
detailed regulations are set forth in administrative 
rules. Such administrative rules are enforced in the 
same manner as are provisions of the statutes, and 
are subject to the same penalties. This digest is 
not a legal notice or a complete collection of fish-
ing regulations and laws. It is a condensed guide 
issued for anglers’ convenience. See TITLE 17: 
CONSERVATION for more details: http://www.ilga.
gov/commission/jcar/admincode/017/017parts.html.

AGGREGATE (re: “singly or in the aggregate”)
Aggregate means a combination of all species list-
ed.  A Daily Harvest Limit is the maximum number 
of fish that may be in possession and the number 
of fish is the sum of fish of each species listed for 
the regulation, whether the phrase “singly or in the 
aggregate” appears or not.  For example, Bluegill 
or Redear Sunfish – 25 Fish Daily Harvest Limit 
means an angler may harvest 25 Bluegill or 25 
Redear Sunfish, or 25 fish of the two species com-
bined (e.g., 15 Bluegill and 10 Redear Sunfish).  

AQUATIC LIFE
Aquatic life is statutorily defined as all fish, mollusks,  
crustaceans, algae, aquatic plants, aquatic inverte-
brates, and any other aquatic animals or plants that 
the Department identifies in Administrative Rules.

AQUATIC LIFE APPROVED SPECIES LIST
The Aquatic Life Approved Species List is created 
and maintained by the Department and is com-
prised of specific species of aquatic life, within the 
categories of fish, crustaceans, gastropods, mol-
lusks, and plants. The listed aquatic life species are 
considered approved for aquaculture, transporta-
tion, stocking, importation and/or possession in the 
State of Illinois. The Aquatic Life Approved Species 
List can be found at: https://www.ifishillinois.org.

BAIT FISHING
The following fish species may be taken by anglers 
with a valid sportfishing license with a legal size 
cast net or shad scoop and used for LIVE or DEAD 
bait on the body of water where they are collected: 
Mooneye Hiodon tergisus, Goldeye Hiodon  
alosoides, Skipjack Herring Alosa chrysochloris, 
and Common Carp Cyprinus carpio.
 The following fish species may be taken by 
anglers with a valid sportfishing license with a  
cast net or shad scoop and used for DEAD bait  
on the body of water where they are collected:  
Bighead Carp Hypophthalmichthys nobilis, Black 
Carp Mylopharyngodon piceus, Grass Carp  
Ctenopharyngodon idella, and Silver Carp  
Hypophthalmichthys molotrix.

 All cast nets shall be not larger than 24 feet in 
diameter or of a mesh size not larger than 1 inch 
bar measurement. All shad scoops shall not be larg-
er than 30 inches in diameter or of a mesh size not 
larger than 1/2 inch bar measurement or longer than 
4 feet in length.
 Minnows (any fish in the family Cyprinidae 
except Bighead Carp Hypophthalmichthys nobilis, 
Black Carp Mylopharyngodon piceus, Grass Carp 
Ctenopharyngodon Idella, and Silver Carp Hypoph-
thalmichthys molotrix) and crayfish may be taken by 
anglers with a valid sportfishing license and used 
as LIVE or DEAD bait on the body of water where 
they are collected using traps of metal screen or 
hardware cloth, plastic, or nylon mesh or netting or 
minnow seines. Such traps may not be more than 
24 inches in width or diameter or more than 36 inch-
es in length nor use a mesh of more than 1/2 inch 
bar measurement. Each entrance aperture may not 
exceed 1.5 inches in diameter. If unattended, such 
devices must be tagged with the name and mailing 
address of the person operating the device. Minnow 
seines shall not be longer than 20 feet, deeper than 
6 feet or contain mesh size larger than 1/2 inch bar 
measurement. Minnows and crayfish collected in 
such devices may only be taken for personal use 
and may not be sold or bartered.
 Aquatic life protected under 17 Ill. Adm. Code 
1010 - Illinois List of Endangered and Threatened 
Fauna may not be taken for any purpose including 
bait fishing.
 The use of LIVE injurious species (as described 
in 17 Ill. Adm. Code, Part 805) as bait is prohibited. 
Possession of live specimens, progeny thereof, via-
ble eggs, or gametes is prohibited.
 Collected LIVE bait fish must be used on the 
waterbody where taken. Bait fish collected in the 
tailwaters of a waterbody (i.e., below a dam or spill-
way) may not be used as LIVE or DEAD bait in the 
upstream waterbody. The taking of aquatic life with 
a dip net, casting net, or shad scoop shall not be 
permitted within 100 feet of the base of any dam.

BOWFISHING (ARCHERY/SPEAR METHODS)
a) Legal Methods of Taking 

Aquatic life listed in subsection (b) may be taken 
by means of a pitchfork, underwater spear gun, 
bow and arrow or bow and arrow device, spear  
or gig. A valid sport fishing license is required 
for taking aquatic life under this rule. Aquatic life 
taken by these means shall not be sold or bar-
tered. No other aquatic life (e.g. fish, amphibian, 
or reptile species) may be taken in this State 
by these means. It is unlawful for any person to 
take or attempt to take aquatic life as provided in 
subsection (b) along, upon, across, or from any 
public right-of-way or highway in this State. 
[ILCS 5/10-110 (b)]

b) Species 
Only species listed may be taken by bowfishing 
and other legal methods and in accordance with 
length limits and daily harvest limits identified 
for each. Fish, amphibian, and reptile species 
permitted to be taken by bowfishing and other 
archery/spear  
fishing legal methods in Illinois waters include:

Native fish
 Alligator Gar - Atractosteus spatula
 Bigmouth Buffalo – Ictiobus cyprinellus 
 Black Buffalo – Ictiobus niger 
 Black Bullhead – Ameiurus melas 
 Black Redhorse – Moxostoma duquesnei 
 Blue Catfish – Ictalurus furcatus 
 Blue Sucker – Cycleptus elongates 
 Bowfin – Amia calva 
 Brown Bullhead – Ameiurus nebulosus 
 Channel Catfish – Ictalurus punctatus 
 Flathead Catfish – Pylodictis olivaris 
 Freshwater Drum – Aplodinotus grunniens 
 Gizzard Shad – Dorosoma cepedianum 
 Golden Redhorse – Moxostoma erythrurum 
 Highfin Carpsucker – Carpiodes velifer 
 Longnose Gar – Lepisosteus osseus 
 Quillback Carpsucker – Carpiodes cyprinus 
 River Carpsucker – Carpiodes carpio 
 Shorthead Redhorse – 
 Moxostoma macrolepidotum 
 Shortnose Gar – Lepisosteus platostomus 
 Silver Redhorse – Moxostoma anisurum 
 Smallmouth Buffalo – Ictiobus bubalus 
 Spotted Gar – Lepisosteus oculatus 
 Spotted Sucker – Minytrema melanops 
 White Sucker – Catostomus commersoni 
 Yellow Bullhead – Ameiurus natalis 
Non-Native fish
 Bighead carp – Hypophthalmichthys nobilis 
 Black carp – Mylopharyngodon piceus 
 Common carp – Cyprinus carpio 
 Goldfish – Carassius auratus 
 Grass carp – Ctenopharyngodon idella 
 Northern snakehead – Channa argus 
 Oriental weatherfish – 
 Misgurnus anguillicaudatus 
 Pacu – Callisoma spp. 
 Round goby – Neogobius malanistomus 
 Sea Lamprey – Petromyzon marinus 
 Silver carp – Hypophthalmichthys molitrix 
 Tilapia – Tilapia spp. 
 White catfish – Ameiurus catus 
Native Reptiles and Amphibians
 American Bullfrog – Lithobates catesbeianus 
 Common Snapping Turtle – Chelydra serpentine
c) No live possession of Non-Native Fish species 

listed in subsection (b) is permitted, with the 
exception of Common Carp and Goldfish.

d) Waters Open to Bowfishing and Other Legal 
Archery and Spearfishing Methods 

 1) All public site specific waters as noted in  
Section 810.45.

 2) All public rivers and streams noted in 17 Ill. 
Adm. Code 3704. Appendix A, except as 
restricted by subsections (d)(2)(A) through (G).

  A)  Mississippi River connected public (acces-
sible by boat during normal flows or stages) 
backwaters, including that portion of the 
Kaskaskia River below the navigation lock 
and dam, except: 

    i)  Quincy Bay, including Quincy Bay  
Waterfowl Management Area.

   ii)  All U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
National Wildlife Refuge backwaters

  B)  Illinois River and connected public (acces-
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sible by boat during normal flows or stages) 
backwaters from Route 89 highway bridge 
downstream, except for:

    i)  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National 
Wildlife Refuge waters.

   ii)  Donnelley/DePue State Fish and Wildlife 
Area

   iii)  Rice Lake Complex, including all of Big 
Lake.

   iv)  Meredosia Lake in Cass and Morgan 
Counties during the central zone duck 
season.

   v)  Clear Lake in Mason County 7 days prior 
to and during the central zone duck season.

  C)  Sangamon River, downstream of State 
Route 48 southwest of Decatur to mouth in 
Cass County.

  D)  Kaskaskia River south of Route U.S. 50 
Bridge to mouth in Randolph County.

  E)  Big Muddy River, south of State Route 14 
highway bridge in Franklin County to mouth 
in Jackson County.

  F)  Saline River in Gallatin and Saline Counties.
  G)  Ohio River, except for:
    i)  Olmstead Locks and Dam downstream 

to a line perpendicular with the end of the 
longest lock wall, including the circular 
cell portion.

   ii)  Smithland Dam downstream to a line 
perpendicular to the end of the outer 
lock wall.

   iii)  Within 50 yards of the mouth of any  
tributary or stream.

 3) Additional waters (accessible by boat during 
normal flows or stages), except as restricted in 
subsections (d)(3)(A) through (C).

  A)  Embarras River, except from Route 130 in 
Coles County upstream to the dam. 

  B) Skillet Fork River.
  C)  Cache River from Route 51 downstream to 

the Mississippi River via Cache Diversion 
Channel, but not including that portion of 
the Cache River between the Cache Diver-
sion Channel Levee and the Ohio River.

e) Catfish species (Family Ictaluridae) may be taken 
by bowfishing methods only in the following 
waters, except as restricted in subsection (e)(1) 
through (12).

 1)  Mississippi River connected public (accessible 
by boat during normal flows or stages) back-
waters, including that portion of the Kaskaskia 
River below the navigation lock and dam, 
except:

      A)  Quincy Bay, including Quincy Bay Water-
fowl Management Area.

      B)  All U.S. Fish and Wildlife National Wildlife 
Refuge backwaters.

 2)  Illinois River and connected public (accessible 
by boat during normal flows or stages) back-
waters from Route 89 highway bridge down-
stream, except:

      A)  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National 
Wildlife Refuge waters.

      B)  Donnelley/DePue State Fish and Wildlife Area.
      C) Rice Lake Complex, including all of Big Lake.
      D)  Meredosia Lake in Cass and Morgan Coun-

ties during the central zone duck season.
      E)  Clear Lake in Mason County seven days 

prior to and during the central zone duck 
season.

 3)  Sangamon River, downstream of State Route 
48 southwest of Decatur to mouth in Cass 
County.

 4)  Kaskaskia River, south of Route U.S. 50 Bridge 
to mouth in Randolph County.

 5)  Big Muddy River, south of State Route 14 
highway bridge in Franklin County to mouth in 
Jackson County.

 6)  Saline River in Gallatin and Saline Counties.
 7)  Ohio River, except:
      A)  Olmstead Locks and Dam downstream 

to a line perpendicular with the end of the 
longest lock wall, including the circular cell 
portion.

      B)  Smithland Dam downstream to a line per-
pendicular to the end of the outer lock wall.

      C)  Within 50 yards of the mouth of any tribu-
tary or stream.

 8)  Embarras River, except from Route 130 in 
Coles County upstream to the dam, and except 
Charleston Side Channel Lake.

 9) Skillet Fork River.

 10)  Cache River from Route 51 downstream to 
the Mississippi River via Cache Diversion 
Channel, but not including that portion of the 
Cache River between the Cache Diversion 
Channel Levee and the Ohio River.

 11) Wabash River.
 12) Little Wabash River. 
 13)  South Fork of the Sangamon River from 

State Highway 48 bridge downstream to the 
Sangamon River in Christian and Sangamon 
Counties.

CATCH AND RELEASE FISHING
Waterbodies may be listed as Catch and Release 
Fishing Only for all species, individual fish species, 
or may have special Catch and Release Only  
seasons. Catch and Release Fishing Only means 
no harvest of fish listed as catch and release is  
permitted. Caught fish must be immediately 
returned to the same water unharmed.

CLEANING FISH ON THE WATER
No fish entrails or carcass may be disposed of into 
the waters of Illinois after cleaning. No fish species 
may be dressed (filleted or head and tail removed) 
on any waters for which length and harvest limits 
are applicable.

CLOSED SEASON
A closed season means that fish may not be  
taken between the specified dates. Waters receiv-
ing catchable rainbow trout have closed seasons 
(spring and/or fall). A closed season prohibiting  
harvest of rainbow trout is necessary in order for 
the State to have the trout stocked and permit all 
anglers to have an equal opportunity to harvest  
fish on the “opening day” of the season. 

COMMERCIAL FISH
The minimum size limit on Channel Catfish, Flat-
head Catfish, Blue Catfish and White Catfish taken 
by commercial fishermen is 15 inches, except in the 
Wabash and Ohio Rivers. No Channel Catfish, Blue 
Catfish or Flathead Catfish less than 13 inches in 
total length may be taken from the Wabash and Ohio 
Rivers.  Only one Channel Catfish per day equal to 
or greater than 28 inches may be harvested from the 
Wabash and Ohio Rivers. Only one Blue Catfish and 
one Flathead Catfish per day equal to or greater 
than 35 inches may be harvested from the Wabash 
or Ohio Rivers. No Paddlefish less than 28 inches in 
length may be taken by commercial fisherman from 
the Illinois or Mississippi Rivers. No Paddlefish less 
than 32 inches may be taken by commercial fisher-
men from the Ohio River.  No Shovelnose sturgeon 
under 24 inches or over 32 inches in length may be 
taken by commercial fishermen from the Mississippi 
River or the Ohio River.  No Shovelnose Sturgeon 
under 25 inches in length may be taken by com-
mercial fishermen from the Wabash River. There 
is no size limit on Carp, Drum, Bullhead, Buffalo, 
Sucker, Shortnose Gar, Longnose Gar, Spotted Gar, 
Bowfin, Yellow Perch, Chub, Mooneye, Goldeye, 
Carpsucker and Smelt. All other species may not 
be taken commercially, but if caught incidentally mu 
st be returned immediately to waters where taken. 
Additional information can be found at https://www.
ifishillinois.org

COMMERCIAL LICENSES
A commercial fishing license and sportfishing 
license is required for any person who uses a com-
mercial device to harvest fish (including minnows) 
or crayfish. Any person assisting a licensed com-
mercial fisherman in taking fish (including minnows) 
or crayfish must have a sportfishing license. A resi-
dent commercial fishing license can be issued only 
to persons who have resided in Illinois for at least a 
year. The commercial fishing license expires March 
31 annually. In addition, the holder of this license 
must obtain a license for each commercial device 
fished. All commercial fishermen shall procure a 
commercial roe harvest permit in addition to their 
commercial fishing and sportfishing license before 
taking roe‑bearing species (Bowfin, Paddlefish, and 
Shovelnose Sturgeon).
 A commercial musseling license is required for 
any person who commercially harvests mussels. 
Any person assisting a licensed commercial mus-
selor in taking mussels must have a commercial 
musseling license. Commercial licenses and infor-
mation are available at the Department of Natural 

Resources, Commercial Permits Office, One Natu-
ral Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702. 217-785-
3423 and https://www.ifishillinois.org

CRAYFISH
It is a violation of state law to import, possess, 
sell or use as bait LIVE Rusty Crayfish. The Rusty 
Crayfish may be distinguished by a dark rusty spot 
on both sides of the carapace (body) and a rusty-
red band followed by a dark stripe on the large 
pincers (claws). Rusty Crayfish destroy aquatic 
vegetation and eat the eggs of various fishes, 
which negatively affects fish reproduction. DEAD 
Rusty Crayfish may be used as bait. 
 Endangered or threatened species may NOT 
be taken for use as bait, LIVE or DEAD. 
 The following crayfish species are listed on the  
Illinois Aquatic Life Approved Species List and shall 
be allowed for use as LIVE bait in Illinois: White 
River Crayfish Procambarus acutus, Papershell 
Crayfish Faxonius immunis, Northern Crayfish  
Faxonius virilis, and Devil Crayfish Lacunacamba-
rus spp. These approved crayfish may be captured 
using legal angling methods in Illinois including 
legal traps and cast nets, shad scoops, and min-
now seines with a sportfishing license.
 Those wild caught approved species (above) 
can be collected by any approved method but may 
only be used as bait on the waters where collected. 
Crayfish taken with a sportfishing license may only 
be taken for personal use, and may not be sold or 
bartered. DEAD crayfish of any species, excluding 
endangered or threatened species, may be used as 
bait.
 Crayfish traps: traps of metal screen or hard-
ware cloth, plastic, or nylon mesh or netting may be 
used to capture approved crayfish. Such traps may 
not be more than 24 inches in width or diameter 
or more than 36 inches in length nor use a mesh 
of more than 1/2 inch bar measurement. Each 
entrance aperture may not exceed 1 1/2 inches 
in diameter. If unattended, such devices must be 
tagged with the name, mailing address and phone 
number of the person operating the device. Cray-
fish collected in such devices may only be used on 
the waters where collected, may only be taken for 
personal use, and may not be sold or bartered.
 Only persons possessing a valid commercial 
fishing license may harvest and sell crayfish from 
designated waters. Additional information can be 
found at https://www.ifishillinois.org

CULLING
It is illegal to replace a smaller fish held in pos-
session with a larger fish unless: the smaller fish 
is counted toward the daily limit or released within 
the confines of a bona fide catch, hold for weigh-in, 
and release fishing tournament which requires the 
participants to have a boat live well with a pump 
constantly adding fresh or recirculating water.

DAILY HARVEST AND LENGTH LIMITS (STATEWIDE)
Statewide daily harvest and length limits are found 
on p. 11 of the Fishing Digest.  These harvest and 
length limits apply to all Water of the State.  Anglers 
should check daily harvest and length limits listed in 
Site-specific Regulations (beginning on p. 12) which 
may be more restrictive.  
 Length is measured from the tip of the snout to 
the end of the tail with the fish laid flat on a ruler, 
with the mouth of the fish closed and the tail lobes 
pressed together. No fish species may be dressed 
(filleted or head and tail removed) on any waters 
to which length and harvest limits are applicable. 
Regardless of where taken, no fish less than the 
specified minimum length or more than the daily 
harvest shall be possessed while taking from, or on 
the waters to which length limits and/or daily harvest 
limits apply.  
 If a daily harvest limit covers more than one fish 
species (e.g., White, Black, or Hybrid Crappie), the 
number of fish permitted to be taken includes all fish 
species covered by the regulation added together  
(in the aggregate).

DAILY FEE FISHING AREA
A sport fishing license and “Inland Trout Stamp” 
are not required to fish in a Department of Nat-
ural Resources licensed daily fee fishing area. 
Daily Fee Fishing Areas by administrative rule are 
defined as any privately owned water area that is 
controlled, operated or managed for fishing and  
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utilized by persons who pay a daily fee, either 
directly or indirectly; water bodies that are con-
trolled, operated or managed as private club lakes, 
organizational lakes or lake developments are not 
eligible to receive a daily fee fishing area license.

DIP NETS
A sport fishing license allows the holder to harvest 
Smelt in Lake Michigan with a dip net not exceeding 
12 feet in diameter and having a mesh size not less 
than 1 inch diagonal stretch. In other waters Com-
mon Carp, Carpsucker, Buffalo and Gizzard Shad 
may be taken with a dip net up to 15 feet in diameter 
and with a mesh size no less than 1 1/2 inches bar 
measure. Such equipment may not be used within 
100 feet of a dam or to harvest game fish.

DISABLED OUTDOOR OPPORTUNITIES
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources is 
committed to providing greater access and more 
programs for persons with disabilities. We want to 
make it easier for disabled individuals to hunt, fish, 
and pursue other outdoor activities. DNR’s intention 
is to expand these opportunities so more individuals 
may take part. For more information, contact IDNR 
at 618-435-8138 ext. 130.

DRESSED FISH
No dressed (filleted or head and tail removed) fish 
may be possessed on any waters to which length or 
harvest limits are applicable.

ENDANGERED AND THREATENED AQUATIC LIFE
There are more than 80 species of aquatic life in Illinois 
currently on the State Endangered and Threatened 
(E&T) Species List which may not be taken for any  
purpose. For more information or to obtain a listing of 
these species of aquatic life, please go to https://natu-
ralheritage.illinois.gov/speciesconservation/endangere-
dandthreatenedspeciesprogram.html and click on the 
link List of Endangered and Threatened Species 
in Illinois.
      Species on the E&T list most likely taken by 
sport fishing methods include the River Redhorse, 
Greater Redhorse, Lake Sturgeon, and Mudpuppy. 
Accidental catches of E&T Species should be  
released immediately.

FISHING
Fishing shall be defined as taking or attempting to 
take aquatic life in any waters of the State, by any 
method, and all other acts such as placing, setting, 
drawing or using any device commonly used for the 
taking of aquatic life, whether resulting in taking or 
not. This also applies to the removal of dead and 
decaying aquatic life.

FISH ATTRACTORS
Sport fishermen may wish to add habitat or ‘fish 
attractors’ to their favorite fishing location, however 
fish attractors can only be put in public lakes with per-
mission from your IDNR District Fish Biologist. Fish 
attractors may be put in private ponds and lakes.

FISH DISPOSAL / WANTON WASTE – AQUATIC 
LIFE ABANDONMENT
Except as provided in 17 Ill. Adm. Code, Section 
810.14, it is unlawful for any person at any time to 
take or possess any fish, mollusks and crustaceans 
in Illinois waters by sportfishing methods and then 
intentionally leave or abandon such aquatic life or 
portions thereof resulting in wanton or needless 
waste.
      “Wanton or needless waste” means to place, 
leave, dump or abandon any aquatic life or aquatic 
life parts protected by 17 Ill. Adm. Code, Section 
810 along or upon any public right-of-way or high-
way, waterway or stream, or on any public or pri-
vate property without the permission of the owner 
or tenant. No disposal of aquatic life or aquatic life 
portions shall be allowed on State owned or leased 
properties except at designated fish cleaning  
stations, where available.
      Section 810.14 does not exclude fish or fish 
parts used for the purposes of bait or other lawful 
purposes or apply to injurious species of fish that  
accidentally jump into a watercraft and are  
immediately returned to the water.

FISH PRESERVES
All waters under state jurisdiction are statutorily 
fish preserves, open only to sport fishing. However, 
certain waters are open to commercial fishing by 
administrative rule. Contact the Department of  
Natural Resources for more information.

FISHING GUIDES
Fishing guides are required to possess a passenger 
for hire license. More information can be found by 
visiting the IDNR website at: https://dnr.illinois.gov/
boating/passengerrentalboatlicense.html

FREE FISHING DAYS
On June 13, 14, 15, and 16, 2025, it shall be legal 
for any person to fish in waters wholly or in part 
within the jurisdiction of the State, including the  
Illinois portion of Lake Michigan, without possess-
ing a sport fishing license, salmon stamp or inland 
trout stamp

GROUP FISHING PERMITS 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources may 
issue at no cost group fishing permits for hospital 
patients, nursing home residents, or handicapped 
people in connection with supervised fishing for  
therapy. The IDNR reserves the right to determine  
if the group falls within the definitions listed above.
      For more information or an application form,  
contact the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.

HARVEST
Any aquatic life taken into possession from any  
waters of the State by any method. Harvested fish 
from more than one angler may be kept on the same 
stringer or in the same basket or livewell, assuming 
all daily harvest and length limits are followed.

HARVESTING FISH ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
Statewide daily harvest and length limits do not 
apply to a person fishing in waters wholly within 
their private property.

ICE FISHING
A sport fishing license is required for ice fishing. 
The ice angler may use a maximum of three poles 
or tip-ups with no more than two hooks on each 
line. Anglers at sites with a Two Pole and Line  
Fishing Only restriction may use a maximum of  
two poles or tip-ups. Holes cut in the ice are limited 
to 12-inch diameter or less. Shelter structures are 
limited to portable construction of metal or wood 
framework, covered with canvas, paper, plastic  
material or similar fabric. Each shelter shall have 
the name and address of the owner attached, and 
after March 1 the shelter must be removed when 
not in use, and not left unattended at any time. All 
poles and tip-ups shall be constantly attended and 
kept under observation by the angler.

ILLEGAL DEVICES
Use of the following devices in the taking of aquatic 
life is prohibited: electricity or electrical devices, 
except lights; lime; acid; medical, chemical or 
mechanical compounds; dope; drugs; fishberry; 
dynamite; nitroglycerine or other explosive; snare; 
treated grain; firearms of any kind; air gun; gas gun; 
blow gun; wire basket; wire seine; wire net; wire 
trotline or limb lines of any kind.

INJURIOUS SPECIES
To prevent the introduction and spread of aquatic 
nuisance species, Illinois has implemented an 
Injurious Species regulation (17 Ill. Adm. Code, 
Part 805). Of special note to sport fishermen, this 
rule prohibits the possession of LIVE species 
deemed to be harmful to our lakes and rivers, and 
to the fish and wildlife that inhabit them. These 
harmful species include, but are not limited to:
Bighead Carp Black Carp Eurasian Ruffe
Rudd Round Goby Rusty Crayfish
Silver Carp Snakehead Tubenose Goby
Walking Catfish Zebra Mussel Brazilian Elodea
Hydrilla Eurasian Watermilfoil Quagga Mussel

      The injurious aquatic life species listed 
above may be immediately returned unharmed. 
For example, a Round Goby caught on pole and 
line can be immediately returned to the waters 
where taken. A Silver Carp that jumps into a 
boat can be immediately returned to the waters 
where taken.

      To view the complete list of regulated  
species and full text of Part 805, please visit  
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admin-
code/017/01700805sections.html.
      For more information on aquatic nuisance spe-
cies, contact the IDNR Aquatic Nuisance Species  
Program by phone at 217-785-8772 or by email at 
dnr.ans@illinois.gov.

MEASURING FISH
Fish length is measured from the tip of the snout to 
the end of the tail while the fish is laid flat on a ruler, 
with the mouth of the fish closed and the tail lobes 
pressed together, except for Paddlefish and Stur-
geon. Paddlefish length is measured from the eye to 
the fork of the tail. Sturgeon length is measured from 
the tip of the snout to the fork of the tail. 

MINIMUM LENGTH LIMIT
Regardless of where taken, no fish less than the 
specified minimum length limit shall be possessed 
while taking from, or on, any waters to which length 
limits apply.

MINNOWS
A minnow is statutorily defined as any fish in the min-
now family (Cyprinidae) except Carp and Goldfish.
      Persons possessing a valid sport fishing license 
may harvest minnows with cast nets (not larger than 
24 feet in diameter and having a mesh size not larger 
than 1 inch bar measurement), shad scoops (not 
larger than 30 inches in diameter or longer than 4 
feet in length and having a bar mesh size not larger 
than 1/2 inch), a minnow seine (no longer than 20 
feet in length, deeper than 6 feet or having a mesh 
size larger than 1/2 inch bar measurement), or a 
trap not more than 36 inches in length, 24 inches 
in width, and with mesh no larger than 1/2 inch bar 
measurement.
      Collected minnows must be used on the water 
body where taken whether LIVE or DEAD. Minnows 
collected in the tailwaters of a waterbody (i.e., below 
a dam or spillway) may not be used as LIVE or 
DEAD bait in the upstream waterbody.

MUSSELS
Only persons possessing a valid commercial mus-
selor license may harvest and sell mussels from 
designated waters. Additional information can be 
found at https://www.ifishillinois.org
      Persons possessing a sportfishing license may 
possess up to 50 relic mussel shells for personal 
collection. A relic mussel shell is defined as one 
which died of natural causes within the water and 
contains no meat or soft parts; it readily exhibits 
noticeable sediment, vegetation, algal or mineral 
stains, discolorations, soiling, weathering or other 
visual evidence on its interior surface which clearly 
and unambiguously shows the mussel shell has not 
been cooked-out or freshly cleaned.

POLLUTION
The Department of Natural Resources cooperates 
with the Environmental Protection Agency in 
conducting pollution investigations. Anglers are 
often the first to observe water pollution and their 
assistance is invited in reporting these instances 
to District and Regional Fisheries Biologists (see 
inside cover for contact information), to a Conser-
vation Police Officer, or to the Division of Fisheries 
in Springfield.
      It is unlawful for waste or sewage to be dis-
charged into waters so as to kill aquatic life. It is 
also unlawful to abandon or deposit wire, cans, 
bottles, glass, paper, trash, rubbish, cardboard, 
wood cartons, boxes, trees, brush or other insolu-
ble materials into the water or on the ice, or at any 
place on the bank where such debris is liable to be 
washed into the water. Strict penalties are provided 
for violation of the Fish and Aquatic Life Code.

PROPERTY
Consideration for others is a philosophy of the 
sportsman. Consent of the landowner or occupant 
of the premises shall be obtained before fishing or 
attempting to harvest aquatic life on another’s  
property or within waters other than public waters of 
the state. Care should be taken not to cause dam-
age to the property.
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PROTECTED SLOT LENGTH LIMIT
Fish within a designated length range must be  
released immediately.

PUBLIC WATERS
Public Waters are defined in 17 Ill. Adm. Code,  
Section 3704 as all lakes, rivers, streams and 
 waterways which are or were navigable and are 
open or dedicated to public use including all bay-
ous, sloughs, backwaters and submerged lands 
connected by water to the main channel or body 
of water during normal flows or stages. A listing of 
Public Waters can be found in in 17 Ill. Adm. Code, 
Section 3704, Appendix A or at https://dnr.illinois.
gov/waterresources/publicwaters.html

PURPLE PAINT LAW
The State of Illinois has implemented the Purple 
Paint Law providing landowners or lessees the  
option to use purple paint in conjunction with no 
trespassing signs to mark property boundaries.

SALE OF AQUATIC LIFE
No fish, amphibians, reptiles, crayfish, or parts 
thereof (including eggs or resulting offspring)  
taken by sport fishing license methods (including 
snagging) may be bought, sold or bartered.

SEASONS
Sport fishing is open year-round, except as noted in 
the Site-Specific Regulations section.  Smelt, turtles 
and frogs, and snagging also have seasons (see 
relevant sections).  

SMELT
A sport fishing license entitles the angler to harvest 
Smelt. Waters of Lake Michigan comprise Illinois’ 
Smelt fishery. The sport fishing season for Smelt 
is from March 1 through April 30 (check local 
seasonal regulations for Smelt fishing on Chicago 
Park District properties).  Smelt may be taken with 
a seine or gill net not more than 12 feet long, 6 
feet deep and with mesh size not more than 1 inch 
diagonal stretch, or by dip net not more than 12 
feet in diameter with mesh size not less than 1 inch 
diagonal stretch. Trolley or power lines also may be 
used to take Smelt (see Trot and Trolley Line sec-
tion). No person shall operate more than one smelt 
net device at any one time. All fish taken other than 
Smelt must be released immediately.

SNAGGING
a) Sport fishermen are permitted only one pole and 

line device to which can be attached no more 
than two hooks. On the Mississippi River between 
Illinois and Iowa, the maximum treble hook size is 
5/0; gaffs may not be used to land Paddlefish.

b) Species of Fish and Snagging Harvest Limit.
 1) Only the following species of fish and harvest 

limit may be taken by snagging:
 Bighead Carp (no live possession) – no harvest limit 
 Black Carp (no live possession) – no harvest limit 
 Bowfin – no harvest limit 
 Buffalo – no harvest limit 
 Carpsuckers – no harvest limit 
 Common Carp – no harvest limit
 Freshwater Drum – no harvest limit
 Gizzard Shad – no harvest limit 
 Grass Carp  (no live possession) – no harvest limit 
 Longnose Gar – no harvest limit 
 Paddlefish – 2 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
 Salmon (Coho and Chinook only) – 5 Fish, in 

the aggregate, Daily Harvest Limit
 Shortnose Gar – no harvest limit 
 Silver Carp (no live possession) –  

no harvest limit 
 Suckers – no harvest limit

2) Disposition of Snagged Fish.
      A)  Every Salmon 10 inches in total length or 

longer snagged must be taken into imme-
diate possession and included in the daily 
harvest limit.

      B)  Every Paddlefish 33 inches eye-fork length 
or less landed while fishing on the Missis-
sippi River between Illinois and Iowa must 
be taken into immediate possession and 
included in the daily harvest limit.  Every 
Paddlefish greater than 33 inches eye-fork 
length must be immediately returned to the 
water.

      C)  Paddlefish 24 inches eye-fork length or lon-
ger landed while fishing on the Mississippi 

River between Illinois and Missouri which 
are immediately returned to the water do 
not count toward the daily harvest limit.   
Paddlefish 24 inches eye-fork length or lon-
ger landed and not immediately returned to 
the water are considered taken into posses-
sion and must be counted toward the daily 
harvest limit.  Every Paddlefish less than 24 
inches eye-fork length must be immediately 
returned to the water.

      D)  Once the daily harvest limit of Salmon or 
Paddlefish has been reached, snagging 
must cease.

      E)  All snagged fish taken into possession 
must be removed from the area which 
they are taken and disposed of properly, in 
accordance with Section 5-5 of the Fish and 
Aquatic Life Code (515 ILCS 5/5-5).

c) Waters Open to Snagging and Snagging Season.
 1) Snagging for fish is permitted from September 

15 through December 15 and from March 15 
through May 15 within a 300 yard downstream 
limit below all locks and dams of the Illinois River, 
except for the area below the Peoria Lock and 
Dam where snagging is permitted year round 
within a 300 yard downstream limit.

 2) Snagging for fish is permitted from September 
15 through December 15 and from March 15 
through May 15 within a 300 yard downstream 
limit below all locks and dams of the Mississip-
pi River between Illinois and Missouri, except 
for the Chain of Rocks low water dam at Chou-
teau Island – Madison County, also known 
as Dam 27 at the Chain of Rocks – Madison 
County where no snagging is permitted. Snag-
ging is permitted from 1/2 hour before sunrise 
to 1/2 hour after sunset daily, March 1 through 
April 15 within a 500 yard downstream limit 
below locks and dams on the Mississippi River 
between Illinois and Iowa.

 3) Snagging for fish is permitted year-round within 
a 100 yard limit upstream or downstream of the 
dam at Horseshoe Lake in Alexander County.

 4) Snagging for Chinook and Coho Salmon 
only is permitted from the following Lake 
Michigan shoreline areas from October 1 
through December 31; however, no snagging 
is allowed at any time within 200 feet of a 
moored watercraft or as posted: 

  A) Lincoln Park Lagoon from the Fullerton 
Avenue Bridge to the southern end of the 
Lagoon.

  B) Waukegan Harbor (in North Harbor basin only).
  C) Winnetka Power Plant discharge area.
  D) Jackson Harbor (Inner and Outer Harbors). 

SPORTFISH
Principal sport fish are the Muskellunge, Tiger 
Muskie, Northern Pike, Walleye, Sauger, Saugeye, 
Largemouth Bass, Smallmouth Bass, Spotted 
Bass, Striped Bass, hybrid Striped Bass, White 
Bass, Yellow Bass, Bluegill, Redear Sunfish, Rock 
Bass, White Crappie, Black Crappie, Trout and 
Salmon. These may be taken only with sport fishing 
devices by sport fishermen having sport fishing 
licenses. Other species such as Paddlefish, Cat-
fish, Yellow Perch, Freshwater Drum and Carp are 
considered both sport and commercial fish, and 
the means of taking and purposes for which they 
are taken prescribe the type of license required. 
Still other species are considered commercial fish, 
though when taken on sport fishing devices an 
angler must have a sport fishing license. A fourth 
category is endangered and threatened aquatic life. 
(See Endangered and Threatened Aquatic Life).

SPORTFISHING (HOOK AND LINE METHODS 
UNDER A SPORTFISHING LICENSE)
Any individual possessing a valid sport fishing 
license may take aquatic life by hand, or may 
use pole and line, bank pole and line, throw line, 
trotline, buoyed ganging devices, or other legal 
devices not exceeding 50 hooks in the aggregate, 
however, any individual at any one time is allowed 
to use under his or her immediate control only 2 
untagged sport fishing devices and any additional 
devices up to the aggregate of 50 hooks must be 
tagged with his or her name and mailing address.  
If attached to a tree, the device must be attached 
only to the main trunk below the water line. All unat-
tended devices must be marked with the angler’s 
name and address.

      Also permitted are legal-sized cast nets, shad 
scoops and minnow seines (see Bait Fishing, Cray-
fish, and Minnows). Smelt may be taken in Lake 
Michigan with legal size dip nets, gill nets, and seines.
      Special fishing regulations at certain waterbod-
ies prohibit the use of some devices or restrict  
the number of devices; please check the Site- 
Specific Regulations which are contained in this 
regulation booklet and are posted at various  
locations at the sites (boat ramps and site offices) 
where applicable.
      While taking from areas designated as “Catch 
and Release Fishing Only”, all catch and release 
species must be immediately released unharmed 
back into the waters from which taken.

SPORTFISHING LICENSE
A sport fishing license entitles an angler to harvest 
fish, crayfish, turtles or Bullfrogs, except for endan-
gered and threatened aquatic life, within limits 
denoted in the Statewide Harvest and Size Limits 
Table and Site Specific Regulations. It is unlawful 
to sell any aquatic life, or parts thereof, taken by a 
sport fishing license. 

STOCKING
Fish may be immediately released back into the 
waters from which they were taken, but permission 
from the Department of Natural Resources must 
be secured before releasing fish in other waters, 
except for private water owners. An owner of a 
body of water may release aquatic life found on 
the Aquatic Life Approved Species List into waters 
wholly upon his or her property so long as the 
aquatic life is purchased from a licensed Aquatic 
Life Dealer or Illinois Aquaculturist. Transporting 
aquatic life or natural water from a public water to 
private waters is prohibited. It is illegal to import, 
stock, or possess live diploid Grass Carp, Silver 
Carp, Bighead Carp or hybrid Grass Carp or any 
species not found on the Aquatic Life Approved 
Species List. A Restricted Species Transportation 
Permit must be secured from the Department of 
Natural Resources before importing or stocking 
triploid Grass Carp.

SUNFISH AS BAIT
There is nothing in the Illinois Fish and Aquatic Life 
Code which prohibits the use of legally taken Sunfish 
as bait for another species of fish, but Sunfish can 
only be used in the body of water from which they 
were taken. The Sunfish must have been taken by a 
properly licensed sport fisherman using legal sport-
fishing devices. You must also observe all length 
limits and daily harvest limits both where the Sunfish 
were taken and where they are being used as bait. 
Also, it is illegal to cut up or dress or be in posses-
sion of cut up or dressed fish on any body of water 
where there is a size limit for that particular species 
of fish. Examples of Sunfish species legal for use as 
bait include Bluegill, Redear Sunfish, Green Sunfish, 
Longear Sunfish, Pumpkinseed Sunfish, Warmouth 
and their hybrids.

TAGGED OR MARKED FISH
Fisheries biologists attach tags to fish for research 
purposes. Please report all tags found. If the fish 
is kept, return the tag to the address printed on 
the tag or the local fisheries office in your area. If a 
tagged fish is released, the tag should be reported 
but left in the fish in good condition. Information 
regarding the species of fish caught, the length and 
the weight of the fish, location captured, and the tag 
number, if present, should also be reported.
      Sport fishermen are strongly advised to not tag 
or fin clip fish caught on state and/or public waters.

TAKE
To lure, kill, destroy, capture, gig or spear, trap or 
ensnare, or attempt to do so.

TRANSPORTING WATER, FISH, OR OTHER 
AQUATIC LIFE
It is unlawful to:
1)  import or move live aquatic life without securing 

permission from the Department (bait purchased 
from a licensed bait shop may be transported); 

2)  remove natural water from waters of the State 
via bait bucket, livewell, baitwell, bilge, etc.;

3)  remove any watercraft, boat, boat trailer or other 
equipment from waters of the State without 
emptying and draining any bait bucket, livewell, 
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UNATTENDED DEVICES
Any unattended device used to catch aquatic life or 
to hold aquatic life is required to have the angler’s 
name and address clearly displayed on the device. 
Bank poles and jug lines must be individually 
labeled, while a single trotline with up to 50 hooks 
only requires one label.  Unattended devices must 
be checked at least once every 24 hours.

WATER OF THE STATE
Any water within the jurisdiction of the State of Illinois 
that is adapted for the purposes of navigation or pub-
lic access.

WATERFOWL BLINDS
It is unlawful to fish within 250 yards of an occupied 
duck or goose blind on Department-owned or -man-
aged sites during the migratory waterfowl season. 
This includes all sites listed and not listed in this 
regulations booklet.

baitwell, bilge, etc., or any other compartment 
capable of holding natural waters; and

4)  use aquatic life (fish, crayfish, or amphibians) as 
bait within the State of Illinois other than in the 
waters where they were legally taken.

TROLLING
Trolling is permissible, provided the angler has not 
more than three poles and lines with not more than 
two hooks or lures on each. In waters where there 
is a 2 Pole and Line Only designation, no more 
than two poles and lines with not more than two 
hooks or lures on each may be used.

TROT AND TROLLEY LINES
Hooks on trot lines, throw lines and similar devices 
shall be spaced not less than 24 inches apart, 
except on trolley or power lines used in Lake 
Michigan. Trot, throw lines and similar devices are 
unlawful on Two Pole and Line Fishing Only areas 
unless specifically authorized in the Site Specific 
Regulations. Fish taken by these methods must 
not exceed the statewide regulations (harvest 

limits and length limits). Trotlines and other legal 
hook and line devices shall not have more than a 
combined total of 50 hooks and must be checked 
at least every 24 hours. Trotlines and other sport-
fishing devices left unattended must be tagged with 
the name and mailing address of the operator. All 
required tags shall be in a position to be at all times 
exposed to public view.

TWO POLE AND LINE FISHING ONLY
Sport fishermen must not use more than 2 poles 
and each pole must not have more than 2 hooks 
or lures attached (Alabama rigs not allowed) while 
fishing on waters designated as Two Pole and 
Line Fishing Only in the Site Specific Regulations, 
except that legal size cast nets, shad scoops, and 
minnow seines may be used to obtain baitfish, 
minnows and crayfish to use as bait, provided that 
they are not sold, and except that Bullfrogs may be 
taken by hand, gig, pitchfork, spear, landing net and 
hook and line during Bullfrog season. 

STATEWIDE SPORTFISHING REGULATIONS

*The above are statewide sportfish regulations. Specific water areas may have sportfish regulations which differ and are more restrictive. Please check the Site Specific Sportfish Regulations which 
follow and are posted (at boat launches and at site offices) at each water area where applicable. State Endangered and Threatened Species may not be taken for any purpose.

ALLIGATOR GAR Harvest limit is 1 Alligator Gar per 24 hours.

BLUEGILL, REDEAR SUNFISH, OTHER SUNFISH There are no harvest or size limits except in those waters listed under Site Specific Regulations. 

BLUE, CHANNEL, AND FLATHEAD CATFISH There are no harvest or size limits except in those waters listed under Site Specific Regulations.

CRAPPIE (WHITE, BLACK OR HYBRID CRAPPIE) There are no harvest or size limits except in those waters listed under Site Specific Regulations. 

LAKE STURGEON Protected; No possession.

TROUT AND SALMON Daily harvest limit is 5 trout or salmon, either singly or in the aggregate.

LARGEMOUTH BASS, SMALLMOUTH BASS,  

SPOTTED BASS

Daily harvest limit is 6 Bass, either singly or in the aggregate, except as specified under Site Specific  
Regulations. In rivers and streams and their tributaries statewide, except for the Mississippi, Ohio (including 
Golconda Marina), and Wabash Rivers, the daily harvest can contain no more than 3 Smallmouth Bass. In 
rivers and streams and their tributaries statewide, except for the Mississippi, Ohio (including the Golconda 
Marina), Wabash and Illinois Rivers, Calumet River, Lake Calumet Connecting Channel, Calumet Sag 
Channel and navigable portions of the Grand Calumet River and Little Calumet River, all Smallmouth Bass 
must be immediately released between April 1 and June 15. There is no statewide size limit.

MUSKELLUNGE, NORTHERN PIKE  
AND THEIR HYBRIDS

All Muskellunge and Muskellunge hybrids (Tiger Muskie) taken must be 36˝ in total length or longer,  
except as specified under Site Specific Regulations. No more than 1 Muskellunge or Muskellunge hybrid 
(Tiger Muskie) may be taken per day, except as specified under Site Specific Regulations. All Northern 
Pike taken must be 24˝ in total length or longer, except in the Mississippi River where there is no size limit. 
No more than 3 Northern Pike may be taken per day, except as specified under Site Specific Regulations.

STRIPED BASS (OCEAN ROCKFISH), WHITE BASS,  
YELLOW BASS AND HYBRIDS

There are no daily harvest limits or minimum size limits for Striped Bass (Ocean Rockfish),  
White Bass, Yellow Bass and their hybrids, which are less than 17˝ in total length, except in those waters 
listed under Site Specific Regulations. For these fish 17˝ in total length or longer, the daily limit is 3 fish,  
either singly or in the aggregate, except in the Mississippi River between Illinois and Missouri where there 
is a 30 fish daily harvest limit for all Striped, White, Yellow or hybrid Striped Bass. In the Mississippi River 
between Illinois and Iowa, there is a 25 fish daily harvest limit on Striped Bass, White Bass, Yellow Bass 
and their hybrids, either singly or in the aggregate.

PADDLEFISH Daily harvest limit is 2 Paddlefish.  Please refer to Site Specific Regulations for the Mississippi River  
between Illinois and Iowa and the Mississippi River between Illinois and Missouri.

INJURIOUS SPECIES For injurious species, as described in 17 Ill. Adm. Code 805, there are no harvest or size limits.  
Possession of live specimens, progeny thereof, viable eggs, or gametes is prohibited.

COMMON SNAPPING TURTLES AND BULLFROGS

Season: June 15 to October 15, both dates inclusive. The daily harvest limit for Common  
Snapping Turtles is 2 with a possession limit of 4. The daily harvest limit for Bullfrogs is 8 with  
a possession limit of 16. Indigenous Amphibian and Reptile taxa (excluding Common Snapping  
Turtles and Bullfrogs) possession limit is 8 collectively with no more than 4 per taxa.

WALLEYE, SAUGER OR THEIR HYBRID

All Walleye, Sauger, or their hybrid (Saugeye) taken must be 14˝ in total length or longer, except in the 
Mississippi River, Wabash River, or as specified under Site Specific Regulations. Daily harvest limit is 6 
Walleye, Sauger or their hybrid, either singly or in the aggregate, except in those waters listed under Site 
Specific Regulations.

AQUATIC LIFE STATEWIDE CREEL AND SIZE LIMITS*
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The State of Illinois is reintroducing the native alligator snapping turtle to strategic watersheds in Illinois. 
You can help this unique reptile recover by:
•  Learning the difference between common snapping turtles and alligator snappers.  
• Protecting river corridors and associated wetland habitat. 
• Reporting any illegal capture, harvest or possession of alligator snapping turtles.
 1-877-2DNRLAW(236-7529)

Common: Smooth shell with  
moderate projections; long neck 

and tail with sawtooth projections. 
These turtles may legally be taken 

with an Illinois fishing license.  
The daily harvest limit is 2 turtles 

and possession limit is 4.

 Alligator: 3 rows of prominent, 
pyramid- shaped projections on 
shell; large head; pronounced 
beak; worm-like lure on tongue. 
May NOT be taken in Illinois.

DON’T TAKE AN ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLE!
ALLIGATOR SNAPPING TURTLES ARE A STATE ENDANGERED SPECIES AND FULLY PROTECTED BY LAW

  Bullfrog  Common Snapping Turtle
  Lithobates catesbeianus Chelydra serpentina

 Method of Taking and Capture Bullfrogs may be taken only by hook  Common Snapping Turtles may be taken only by hand, hook
  and line, gig, pitchfork, spear, bow  and line, or bow and arrow except in the following Illinois
  and arrow, hand, or landing net. counties where bowfishing for common snapping turtles is not 
   permitted: Randolph, Perry, Franklin, Hamilton, White, Gallatin,  
   Saline, Williamson, Jackson, Union, Johnson, Pope, Hardin, 
   Massac, Pulaski, and Alexander.

 Season June 15 through October 15,  June 15 through October 15, both dates inclusive 
  both dates inclusive 

 Daily Harvest and Possession Limits Daily Harvest Limit is 8;  Daily Harvest Limit is 2; 
  possession limit is 16 possession limit is 4

FROGS AND TURTLES
A sport fishing license is required to harvest reptiles and amphibians. No person shall harvest or possess any species of reptile or amphibian listed as 
endangered or threatened in Illinois (17 Ill. Adm. Code, Section 1010, except as provided by 17 Ill. Adm. Code, Section 1070). Alligator Snapping Turtle Macro-
chelys temminckii is protected and may not be taken by any sport fishing method.

Any captured reptiles or amphibians which are not to be retained in the possession of the captor should be immediately released at the site of capture,  
unless taken with a lethal method (such as bow and arrow, gig, spear, pitchfork) which does not permit “release with no harm”.  All such taken Bullfrogs 
and Common Snapping Turtles must be kept and counted in the daily harvest. No culling of such taken species is permitted. 

Bullfrogs and Common Snapping Turtles may not be taken by bowfishing tournament participants.

All other species of unprotected reptiles and amphibians (excluding Bullfrogs and Common Snapping Turtles) may only be taken by hand. This shall not 
restrict the use of legally taken reptiles or amphibians as bait by sport fishermen.  For indigenous amphibian and reptile taxon (excluding Bullfrogs and Com-
mon Snapping Turtles) the possession limit is 8 collectively with no more than 4 per taxa.
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SITE SPECIFIC SPORTFISHING REGULATIONS
SITE SPECIFIC REGULATIONS are listed by water area affected. The coverage of the regulation is dictated by 
the extent of the water area(s) listed and not by the county. In some cases, regulations for a given water area 
or site may extend beyond the counties listed. The listed counties refer to the location of the dam or outfall for 
impoundments or mouths of small streams. Since large rivers or streams usually flow through many counties, 
the term “Multiple” is used rather than listing all counties where the large stream or river flows. If a water area 
is not listed, or if a specific species is not listed, then statewide regulations apply. Check the bulletin boards at 
the specific site for any emergency changes to regulations.

Various special regulations are used by fisheries managers to protect the fishery. A MINIMUM LENGTH LIMIT 
means that fish less than a designated length must be released immediately. A PROTECTED SLOT LENGTH 
LIMIT means that fish within a designated length range must be released immediately. A DAILY HARVEST 
LIMIT means that no more than the designated limit of  fish may be taken daily. 

The Daily Harvest Limit applies to all species listed for the regulation added together (i.e., in the aggregate).  
For example, Large or Smallmouth Bass - 3 Fish Daily Harvest Limit means that only 3 Largemouth Bass, or 
3 Smallmouth Bass, or a 3 fish combination of the two species (e.g., 2 Largemouth Bass and 1 Smallmouth 
Bass) may be taken.

SITE SPECIFIC REGULATION CODE DEFINITIONS provide clarification 
regarding additional restrictions or special provisions listed in numbered 
parentheses [e.g., (2)] within the Site-Specific Regulations water areas.

 (1)  Sport fishermen must not use more than 2 poles and each pole must 
not have more than 2 hooks or lures attached (Alabama rigs not 
allowed) while fishing, except that legal size cast nets (in accordance 
with Section 810.50(a)(2)), shad scoops, and minnow seines may be 
used to obtain shad, minnows and crayfish to use as bait, provided that 
they are not sold, and except that bullfrogs may be taken by hand, gig, 
pitchfork, spear, landing net and hook and line during bullfrog season. 

 (2)  Sport fishermen may not use a minnow seine, minnow trap, cast net or 
shad scoop for bait collecting in the following water areas: 
 
Charleston Lower Channel Lake tailwaters from that portion of the 
Embarras River from the Charleston Lower Channel Lake Dam down-
stream to the Route 130 Bridge. 
 
Clinton Lake tailwaters from that portion of Salt Creek from the Clinton 
Dam downstream to the Route 10 Bridge 
 
Cook County Forest Preserve District Waters (except in the Des 
Plaines River)  
 
Lake Decatur tailwaters from that portion of the Sangamon River from 
the Lake Decatur Dam downstream to the Route 48 Bridge.

 (3)  All jugs set in a body of water shall be under the immediate supervision 
of the fisherman.  Immediate supervision shall be defined as the fisher-
man being on the water where the jugs are set and readily available to 
identify jugs to law enforcement officers. 

 (4)  When using live bait, all live bait in excess of 8" in total length shall  
be rigged with a quick set rig.  The hook shall be immediately set upon 
the strike.  A quick set rig is defined as follows:  a live bait rig with up  
to 2 treble hooks attached anywhere on the live bait; single hooks are 
prohibited.  This subsection does not apply to trotlines, jug lines, etc.,  
if allowed on the lake.

 (5)  Sport fishermen may take carp, carpsuckers, buffalo, gar, bowfin and 
suckers by pitchfork, gigs, bow and arrow or bow and arrow devices. 

 (6)  The daily harvest limit for yellow perch shall not exceed 15 fish in the 
combined waters of Lake Michigan, Calumet River, and Chicago River 
including its North Branch, South Branch and the North Shore Channel.

 (7)  It shall be illegal to possess trout during the period of October 1 to 5 
a.m. on the third Saturday in October (both dates inclusive) that were 
caught during that period. 

 (8)  It shall be illegal to possess trout during the period of March 15 to 5 
a.m. on the 1st Saturday in April (both dates inclusive) that were caught 
during that period. 

 (9)  Catch and Release Fishing Only means that fish (all or listed species) 
caught must be immediately released alive and in good condition back 
into the water from which they came.  

 (10)  The 48 inch total length limit on pure muskellunge applies to that body 
of water listed as well as any tailwaters as defined below:  
 
Evergreen Lake (McLean County) – including the portion of Six Mile 
Creek below the Evergreen Lake Dam downstream to its confluence 
with the Mackinaw River.  
 
Fox Chain O' Lakes (Lake/McHenry Counties) – including the Fox River 
south of the Wisconsin-Illinois boundary to the Algonquin Dam and the 
Nippersink Creek upstream to the Wilmot Road Bridge.  
 
Kinkaid Lake (Jackson County) – including the portion of Kinkaid Creek 
below the Kinkaid Lake Dam downstream to the Route 149 Bridge.  
 
Lake Shelbyville (Moultrie/Shelby Counties) – including the portion of 
the Kaskaskia River below the Lake Shelbyville Dam downstream to 
the State Route 128 Road Bridge near Cowden.  
 
Otter Lake (Macoupin County) – including the portion of Otter Creek 
below Otter Lake Dam downstream to its confluence with East Otter 
Creek.  
 
Pierce Lake (Winnebago County) – including the portion of Willow 
Creek below the Pierce Lake Dam downstream to Forest Hills Road. 

 (11)  It shall be unlawful to enter upon a designated duck hunting area 
between sunset of the Sunday immediately preceding opening day of 
regular duck season through the day before regular duck season and 
Canada goose season as posted at the site, or to fish on such areas 
during the regular duck season except in areas posted as open to fish-
ing.  It shall be unlawful to enter upon areas designated as waterfowl 
rest areas or refuges from two weeks prior to the start of the regular 
duck season through the end of duck and Canada goose season. 

 (12)  It shall be unlawful to trespass upon a designated waterfowl hunting 
area during the 7 days prior to the regular duck season, or to fish on 
such areas during the regular duck and Canada goose season except 
in areas posted as open to fishing.  It shall be unlawful to trespass upon 
areas designated as waterfowl rest areas or refuges from 2 weeks prior 
to the start of the regular duck season through the end of duck and 
Canada goose season. 

 (13)  It shall be unlawful to enter upon areas designated as waterfowl 
hunting areas during the 10 days prior to the start of the regular duck 
season, or to fish on such areas during the regular duck season except 
in areas posted as open to fishing.  It shall be unlawful to enter upon 
areas designated as waterfowl rest areas or refuges from 10 days prior 
to the start of the regular duck season through the end of duck and 
Canada goose season.
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Statewide Sportfishing Regulations are enforced in addition to each area’s Site Specific Regulations
SITE SPECIFIC SPORTFISHING REGULATIONS

MISSISSIPPI RIVER POOLS 25 AND 26   State of Illinois • Multiple

   Recreational Use Restrictions   Waterfowl Refuge or Hunting Area (11)

MONEE RESERVOIR      Will County Forest Preserve District • Will

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Channel Catfish   6 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   15 inch Minimum Length Limit; 1 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   White, Black, or Hybrid Crappie   15 Fish Daily Harvest Limit

MONSTER LAKE      Mazonia State Fish and Wildlife Area • Kankakee

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Channel Catfish   6 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   15 inch Minimum Length Limit; 3 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Walleye, Sauger, or Hybrid Walleye    14 inch Minimum Length Limit; Protected Slot Length Limit with no possession of Fish greater than or 

equal to 18 inches and less than 24 inches; 4 Fish Daily Harvest Limit with no more than 1 Fish greater 
than or equal to 24 inches

   White, Black, or Hybrid Crappie   10 Fish Daily Harvest Limit

MONTROSE LAKE      City of Montrose • Cumberland

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Bluegill or Redear Sunfish   20 Fish Daily Harvest Limit with no more than 3 Fish greater than or equal to 8 inches
   Channel Catfish   6 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   14 inch Minimum Length Limit

MORGAN LAKE/MAUVAISE TERRE    City of Jacksonville • Morgan

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1) (5)
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   15 inch Minimum Length Limit
   Trout   Fall Closed Season (7); Early season Catch and Release Fishing is permitted (9)
    Spring Closed Season (8); Early season Catch and Release Fishing is permitted (9)

MT. OLIVE CITY LAKES (OLD and NEW)    City of Mt. Olive • Macoupin

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Channel Catfish   6 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   15 inch Minimum Length Limit; 3 Fish Daily Harvest Limit

MT. PULASKI PARK DISTRICT LAKE    Mt. Pulaski Park District • Logan

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Channel Catfish   3 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   18 inch Minimum Length Limit; 1 Fish Daily Harvest Limit

MT. STERLING LAKE      City of Mt. Sterling • Brown

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Channel Catfish   6 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass    Protected Slot Length Limit with no possession of Fish greater than or equal to 12 inches  

and less than 15 inches

MT. VERNON CITY PARK LAKE     City of Mt. Vernon • Jefferson

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1) (5)
   Channel Catfish   6 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   15 inch Minimum Length Limit; 3 Fish Daily Harvest Limit

MT. VERNON GAME FARM POND    Mt. Vernon Game Farm • Jefferson

   All Fish   2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Trout   Fall Closed Season (7), Spring Closed Season (8)

MUNDELEIN PARK DISTRICT PONDS    City of Mundelein • Lake

   All Fish 2 Pole and Line Fishing Only (1)
   Channel Catfish   6 Fish Daily Harvest Limit
   Large or Smallmouth Bass   15 inch Minimum Length Limit; 3 Fish Daily Harvest Limit


